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NZSCO - New Zealand Standard Classification of Occupations 
NZSCO is a skills-based classification used to classify all the occupations and jobs that exist in the New Zealand labour market. The New Zealand standards classification NZSCO provides a standard framework for classifying occupation data. It is based on the international standard classification of occupations (ISCO), which is a publication of the international labour office (ILO)

An "occupation" is a set of jobs that involve the performance of a common set of tasks. The NZSCO uses "skills" as its basic classifying criteria. It groups occupations together according to similar skill requirement, rather than by the similarity of the type of work performed. The occupation classification is associated with a position not a person, so regardless of the skills held by the individual it is the position, and the skills associated with that position, that is classified. 
The NZSCO is a five level hierarchically structured classification that details 560 occupational categories. At the highest level, the structure of NZSCO is designed around nine major groups, each of which have their own characteristics.
Occupations listed below may be considered skilled employment under SM7.10(b) of the Skilled Migrant Category.

If your occupation is not listed below, it is not generally accepted as being a skilled occupation but exceptions may occur so please check with your nearest Migration Bureau office.

Please note – these lists are subject to change without notice

Major Group 1

Legislators, Administrators and Managers

Sub-Major Group 11 Legislators and Administrators

Minor Group 111 Legislators
Unit Group 1111 Legislators
11111 Member of Parliament

11112 Local Government Legislator

Minor Group 112 Senior Government Administrators
Unit Group 1121 Senior Government Administrators

11211 Chief Executive - Central Government

11212 Chief Executive - Local Government

11213 Diplomatic Representative

Minor Group 113 Senior Business Administrators
Unit Group 1131 Senior Business Administrators

11311 Chief Executive and/or Managing Director

Minor Group 114 Special-Interest Organisation Administrators
Unit Group 1141 Special-Interest Organisation Administrators

11411 Special-Interest Organisation Administrator

Sub-Major Group 12 Corporate Managers

Minor Group 121 General Managers
Unit Group 1211 General Managers

12111 General Manager

Minor Group 122 Specialised Managers
Unit Group 1221 Production and Operation Managers

12211 Senior Education Manager

12212 Broadcasting and Theatrical Production Manager

12213 Production Manager (Manufacturing)

12214 Transport Manager

12215 Forest Manager

12216 Quarry Manager

12217 Reserved

12218 Construction Manager

12219 Engineering Technical Manager

Unit Group 1222 Finance and Administration Managers

12221 Health Services Manager

12222 Administration Manager

12223 Property Manager

12224 Finance Manager

Unit Group 1223 Human Resources Managers

12231 Human Resources Manager

Unit Group 1224 Sales and Marketing Managers

12241 Sales and/or Marketing Manager

Unit Group 1225 Advertising and Public Relations Managers

12251 Advertising and Public Relations Manager

Unit Group 1226 Supply and Distribution Managers

12261 Supply and Distribution Manager

12262 Wholesale and Warehouse Manager

12263 Retail Manager

12264 Hotel or Motel Manager

12265 Restaurant or Tavern Manager

12266 Other Lodging Services Manager

12267 Other Catering Services Manager

Unit Group 1227 Information Technology Managers

12271 Information Technology Manager

Unit Group 1228 Research and Development Managers

12281 Research and Development Manager

12282 Quality Assurance Manager

Unit Group 1229 Other Specialised Managers

12291 Office Manager

Major Group 2

Professionals

Sub-Major Group 21 Physical, Mathematical and Engineering

Science Professionals

Minor Group 211 Physicists, Chemists and Related Professionals
Unit Group 2111 Physicists
21111 Physicist

Unit Group 2112 Meteorologists

21121 Meteorologist

Unit Group 2113 Chemists

21131 Chemist (other than Pharmacist)

Unit Group 2114 Geologists and Geophysicists

21141 Geologist

21142 Geophysicist
Minor Group 212 Mathematicians, Statisticians and

Related Professionals
Unit Group 2121 Mathematicians, Statisticians and Related Professionals

21211 Mathematician and/or Statistician

Minor Group 213 Computing Professionals
Unit Group 2131 Computing Professionals

21311 Systems Analyst

21312 Computer Applications Engineer

21313 Systems Manager

Minor Group 214 Architects, Engineers and Related Professionals
Unit Group 2141 Architects and Resource Management Professionals

21411 Architect

21412 Resource Management Planner

21413 Landscape Architect

Unit Group 2142 Civil Engineers

21421 Roading Engineer

21422 Water Resources Engineer

21423 Public Health Engineer

21424 Reserved

21425 Structural Engineer

21426 Other Civil Engineer

Unit Group 2143 Electrical Engineers

21431 Electrical Engineer

Unit Group 2144 Electronic and Telecommunications Engineers

21441 Electronic and Telecommunications Engineer

Unit Group 2145 Mechanical Engineers

21451 Heating, Ventilation and Refrigeration Engineer

21452 Naval Architect and/or Ships’ Surveyor

21453 Aeronautical Engineer and/or Aircraft Surveyor

21454 Agricultural Engineer

21455 Other Mechanical Engineer

Unit Group 2146 Chemical Engineers

21461 Chemical Engineer

Unit Group 2147 Mining Engineers, Metallurgists and Related Professionals

21471 Metallurgist

21472 Mining Engineer

Unit Group 2148 Cartographers and Surveyors

21481 Surveyor

21482 Reserved

21483 Cartographer and Photogrammetrist

Sub-Major Group 22 Life Science and Health Professionals

Minor Group 221 Life Science Professionals
Unit Group 2211 Biologists, Botanists, Zoologists and Related Professionals

22111 Biologist

22112 Botanist

22113 Zoologist

22114 Agronomist

22115 Horticultural Scientist

22116 Forestry Scientist

22117 Environmental Scientist

Unit Group 2212 Microbiologists and Related Professionals

22121 Biochemist

22122 Microbiologist

22123 Medical Pathologist

Unit Group 2213 Agricultural and Natural Resources Scientists

22131 Soil Scientist

22132 Agricultural Consultant

22133 Conservation Officer

22134 Horticultural Consultant

22135 Land Management Officer

Minor Group 222 Health Professionals (except Nursing)
Unit Group 2221 Medical Doctors

22211 General Practitioner

22212 Resident Medical Officer

22213 Surgeon

22214 Physician

22215 Gynaecologist and Obstetrician

22216 Radiologist, Radiation Oncologist

22217 Anaesthetist

Unit Group 2222 Dentists

22221 Dentist and Dental Surgeon

Unit Group 2223 Veterinarians

22231 Veterinarian

Unit Group 2224 Pharmacists

22241 Hospital Pharmacist

22242 Retail Pharmacist

Unit Group 2225 Dietitians and Public Health Nutritionists

22251 Dietitian and Public Health Nutritionist
Unit Group 2226 Other Health Professionals (except Nursing)

22261 Optometrist

Minor Group 223 Nursing and Midwifery Professionals
Unit Group 2231 Nursing and Midwifery Professionals

22311 Principal Nurse

22312 Registered Nurse

22313 Psychiatric Nurse

22314 Plunket Nurse

22315 Public Health and District Nurse

22316 Occupational Health Nurse

22317 Midwife

Sub-Major Group 23 Teaching Professionals

Minor Group 231 Tertiary Teaching Professionals
Unit Group 2311 Tertiary Teaching Professionals

23111 University and Higher Education Lecturer and/or Tutor

Minor Group 232 Secondary Teaching Professionals
Unit Group 2321 Secondary Teaching Professionals

23211 Secondary School Teacher

Minor Group 233 Primary and Early Childhood Teaching Professionals
Unit Group 2331 Primary Teaching Professionals

23311 Primary School Teacher

Unit Group 2332 Early Childhood Teaching Professionals

23321 Early Childhood Teacher

23322 Köhanga Reo Teacher

Minor Group 234 Special Education Teaching Professionals
Unit Group 2341 Special Education Teaching Professionals

23411 Special Education Teacher

23412 Speech-Language Therapist

23413 Teacher of English to Speakers of Other Languages

Minor Group 235 Other Teaching Professionals
Unit Group 2351 Education Advisers

23511 Education Adviser

Unit Group 2352 Education Reviewers

23521 Education Reviewer

Sub-Major Group 24 Other Professionals

Minor Group 241 Business Professionals
Unit Group 2411 Accountants

24111 Accountant

24112 Reserved

24113 Auditor

Unit Group 2412 Human Resources Professionals

24121 Human Resources Officer

24122 Training and Development Officer

Unit Group 2413 Other Business Professionals

24131 Market Research Analyst

24132 Public Relations Officer

24133 Financial Adviser

24134 Fundraiser

24135 Management Consultant

Minor Group 242 Legal Professionals
Unit Group 2421 Barristers and Solicitors

24211 Barrister and Solicitor
Unit Group 2422 Judges

24221 Judge

Unit Group 2423 Other Legal Professionals

24231 Other Legal Professional

Minor Group 243 Archivists, Librarians and Related Information

Professionals
Unit Group 2431 Archivists and Curators

24311 Archivist

24312 Art Gallery and/or Museum Curator

Unit Group 2432 Librarians and Related Information Professionals

24321 Librarian

24322 Information Services Administrator

Minor Group 244 Social and Related Science Professionals
Unit Group 2441 Economists

24411 Economist

Unit Group 2442 Social Scientists

24421 Social Scientist

24422 Policy Analyst

Unit Group 2443 Philologists, Translators and Interpreters

24431 Philologist, Translator or Interpreter

Unit Group 2444 Psychologists and Psychotherapists

24441 Psychologist

24442 Psychotherapist

Unit Group 2445 Counsellors

24451 Counsellor

Unit Group 2446 Other Government Associate Professionals

24461 Diplomatic Official

Minor Group 245 Religious Professionals
Unit Group 2451 Religious Professionals

24511 Minister of Religion

Major Group 3
Technicians and Associate Professionals
Sub-Major Group 31 Physical Science and Engineering Associate Professionals
Minor Group 311 Physical Science and Engineering Technicians
Unit Group 3111 Physical Science Technicians

31111 Physical Science Technician

Unit Group 3112 Civil Engineering Technicians
31121 Quantity Surveyor

31122 Surveyor’s Technician

31123 Clerk of Works

31124 Other Civil Engineering Technician

Unit Group 3113 Electrical Engineering Technicians
31131 Electrical Engineering Technician

Unit Group 3114 Electronic Engineering Technicians
31141 Telecommunications Technician

31142 Computer Systems Technician

31143 Other Electronics Engineering Technician

31144 Avionics Technician

Unit Group 3115 Mechanical Engineering Technicians
31151 Mechanical Engineering Technician

Unit Group 3116 Chemical Engineering Technicians
31161 Chemical Engineering Technician

Unit Group 3119 Other Engineering Technicians

31191 Other Engineering Technician

31192 Non Destructive Testing Technician

Minor Group 312 Computer Equipment Controllers
Unit Group 3121 Computer Equipment Controllers

31211 Computer Programmer

31213 Computer Support Technician

Minor Group 313 Optical and Electronic Equipment Controllers
Unit Group 3131 Photographers and Image and Sound Recording Equipment Controllers

31311 Photographer

31312 Camera Operator

31313 Sound Recording Equipment Controller

Unit Group 3132 Broadcasting and Telecommunications Equipment Controllers

31321 Broadcasting, Transmitting and Studio Equipment Operator
31322 Radio Operator

Unit Group 3133 Medical Equipment Controllers

31331 Medical Radiation Technologist

31332 Other Medical Equipment Controller

31333 Sonographer
Minor Group 314 Ship and Aircraft Controllers and Technicians

Unit Group 3141 Ship’s Engineers

31411 Ships’ Engineer

Unit Group 3142 Ship’s Deck Officers and Pilots

31421 Ships’ Officer (Deck) including Master

31422 Launch Master

31423 Other Ships’ Deck Officer and Pilot

Unit Group 3143 Aircraft Pilots and Related Workers

31431 Aeroplane Pilot and Flight Crew

31433 Flying Instructor

31434 Helicopter Pilot

Unit Group 3144 Air Traffic Controllers
31441 Air Traffic Controller

Minor Group 315 Safety and Health Inspectors

Unit Group 3151 Safety and Health Inspectors

31514 Health Inspector

31515 Agricultural Inspector

Sub-Major Group 32 Life Science and Health Associate Professionals
Minor Group 321 Life Science Technicians and Related Workers
Unit Group 3211 Life Science Technicians

32111 Life Science Technician

32112 Medical Laboratory Technician

Unit Group 3212 Agricultural Technicians

32121 Agricultural Technician

32122 Forest Technician

Minor Group 322 Health Associate Professional

Unit Group 3221 Opticians

32211 Dispensing Optician

Unit Group 3222 Dental Assistants

32221 Dental Therapist

Unit Group 3223 Physiotherapists

32231 Physiotherapist

32232 Occupational Therapist

32233 Osteopath

32234 Orthotist and/or Prosthetist

32235 Podiatrist

32236 Chiropractor

Unit Group 3224 Veterinary Assistants

32241 Veterinary Assistant

Unit Group 3225 Pharmaceutical Assistants

32251 Hospital Dispensary Assistant

32252 Retail Dispensary Assistant

Unit Group 3226 Other Health Associate Professionals

32261 Other Health Associate Professional

32262 Dental Technician

Minor Group 323 Nursing Associate Professionals

Unit Group 3231 Nursing Associate Professionals

32311 Enrolled Nurse

32312 Karitane Nurse

Sub-Major Group 33 Other Associate Professionals

Minor Group 331 Finance and Sales Associate Professionals
Unit Group 3311 Securities and Finance Dealers and Brokers

33111 Financial Dealer and Broker

Unit Group 3316 Buyers
33164 Wool Buyer/Merchant

Unit Group 3317 Valuers

33171 Valuer

Unit Group 3318 Auctioneers

33181 Auctioneer

Minor Group 332 Admin Associate Professionals

Unit Group 3323 Bookkeepers

33231 Bookkeeper

Unit Group 3324 Business and Organisation Associate Professionals
33242 Building Control/Consents Officer

Minor Group 334 Social Work Associate Professionals

Unit Group 3341 Social Work Associate Professionals

33411 Social Worker

33412 Probation Worker

33413 Case Worker

Unit Group 3342 Education Associate Professionals

33421 Employment Programme Teaching Associate Professional

Unit Group 3341 Social Work Associate Professionals

33411 Social Worker

Minor Group 335 Career and Employment Advisers

Unit Group 3351 Career and Employment Advisers

33511 Careers, Translation, Employment Adviser

Minor Group 336 Writers, Artists, Entertainment and Sports Associate

Professionals
Unit Group 3361 Authors, Journalists and Other Writers

33612 Reporter

33613 Editor

33615 Copywriter
Unit Group 3363 Decorators and Designers

33631 Graphic Designer

33632 Fashion Designer

33634 Industrial Designer

33635 Paste Up Artist

33636 Interior Designer

Unit Group 3364 Composers, Musicians and Singers

33641 Composer, Arranger and/or Conductor

33642 Instrumentalist

33643 Singer

33644 Singing and Music Teacher

Unit Group 3365 Choreographers and Dancers

33651 Dancer

33652 Dancing Teacher and/or Choreographer

Unit Group 3366 Film, Stage and Related Actors and Directors

33661 Actor

33662 Artistic Director
Unit Group 3369 Sportspersons and Related Workers

33691 Professional Sportsperson

33692 Sports Coach or Trainer

Minor Group 338 Environmental Protection Associate Professionals
Unit Group 3381 Environmental Protection Associate Professionals

33811 Acclimatisation Field Officer

33812 National Park Ranger

Major Group 5

Service and Sales Workers
Sub-Major Group 51 Personal and Protective Services Workers

Minor Group 513 Personal Care Workers

Unit Group 5131 Personal Care Workers

51313 Ambulance Officer

Minor Group 514 Other Personal Services Workers

Unit Group 5141 Hairdressers, Beauty Therapists and Related Workers

51411 Hairdresser

Unit Group 5143 Funeral Directors

51431 Funeral Director
Minor Group 515 Protective Services Workers
Unit Group 5151 Fire Fighters

51511 Fire Fighter
Unit Group 5152 Police

51521 Detective

51522 Police Officer
Unit Group 5153 Prison Guards

51531 Prison Officer
Unit Group 5155 Armed Forces
51551 Armed Forces (applicants must have at least six years of military experience recognised by the New Zealand Defence Force and must hold an 'offer of service' from the New Zealand Defence Force in a non-civilian position. Note that for the purposes of this policy an offer of service is an offer of employment
Major Group 6

Agriculture and Fishery Workers
Sub-Major Group 61 Market-Oriented Agricultural and Fishery

Workers
Minor Group 611 Market Farmers and Crop Growers

Unit Group 6113 Gardeners and Nursery Growers

61131 Nursery Grower, Nursery Worker

Minor Group 612 Market-Oriented Animal Producers
Unit Group 6126 Other Agriculture Workers

61263 Wool Classer

Minor Group 614 Fishery Workers, Hunters and Trappers
Unit Group 6144 Animal Welfare Workers
61441 Animal Welfare Worker
Note: Managers in the agricultural and horticultural industries may be assessed against the management occupations listed in Major Group 1. 

Major Group 7

Trades Workers
Sub-Major Group 71 Building Trades Workers

Minor Group 711 Building Frame and Related Trades Workers
Unit Group 7111 Bricklayers and Stonemasons

71111 Bricklayer and/or Blocklayer

71112 Stonemason

71113 Reserved

Unit Group 7112 Carpenters and Joiners

71121 Carpenter and/or Joiner

71122 Builder (including Contractor)

71123 Boatbuilder

Minor Group 712 Building Finishers and Related Trades Workers
Unit Group 7121 Plasterers

71211 Plasterer

Unit Group 7122 Glaziers

71221 Glazier

Unit Group 7123 Plumbers

71231 Plumber

Unit Group 7124 Painters and Paperhangers

71241 Painter, Decorator and/or Paperhanger

71242 Spray Painter

71243 Signwriter

Minor Group 713 Electricians
Unit Group 7131 Electricians

71311 Electrician

71312 Transport Electrician

71313 Appliance Electrician

Sub-Major Group 72 Metal and Machinery Trades Workers

Minor Group 721 Metal Moulders, Sheet-Metal and Related Workers
Unit Group 7211 Metal Moulders

72111 Metal Mould Maker

Unit Group 7212 Sheet-Metal Workers

72121 Coach Builder

72122 Sheet-Metal Worker

72123 Boiler Maker

72124 Fitter and Welder

72125 Panelbeater

Minor Group 722 Blacksmiths, Toolmakers and Related Workers
Unit Group 7221 Blacksmiths

72211 Blacksmith

Unit Group 7222 Toolmakers, Pattern Makers and Metal Markers
72221 Pattern Maker

72222 Tool and/or Die Maker

Unit Group 7223 Fitters and Turners

72231 Fitter and Turner

Unit Group 7224 Saw Doctors

72241 Saw Doctor

Minor Group 723 Machinery Mechanics and Fitters
Unit Group 7231 Machinery Mechanics and Fitters

72311 Machinery Mechanic

72312 Motor Mechanic

72313 Aircraft Engine Mechanic

72314 Heating, Ventilation and Refrigeration Mechanic

72315 Small Engine Mechanic

72316 Mechanical Products Inspector and Tester
Minor Group 724 Electrical and Electronic Instrument Mechanics

and Fitters
Unit Group 7241 Electrical Fitters

72411 Electrical Fitter

72412 Fire Alarm Technician

Unit Group 7242 Electronics Fitters and Servicers

72421 Electronics Servicer

72422 Avionics Mechanic

Unit Group 7243 Radio and Television Servicers

72431 Radio and Television Repairer

72432 Reserved

Sub-Major Group 73 Precision Trades Workers

Minor Group 731 Precision Instrument Makers and Related Workers
Unit Group 7311 Precision Instrument Makers and Repairers

73111 Industrial Precision Instrument Maker and Repairer

73112 Locksmith

73113 Optical Instrument Maker, Repairer and Mechanic

73114 Reserved

73115 Watchmaker and Repairer

Unit Group 7312 Musical Instrument Makers and Tuners

73121 Musical Instrument Maker, Repairer and Tuner

Unit Group 7313 Jewellery and Precious Metal Trades Workers

73131 Jeweller and Jewellery Repairer

73132 Gem Cutter and Polisher

Minor Group 732 Glass Cutters and Related Workers
Unit Group 7321 Glass Cutters and Finishers

73211 Glass Cutter and Beveller

Minor Group 733 Printing Trades Workers
Unit Group 7331 Printing Trades Workers

73311 Graphic Pre-press Tradesperson

73312 Reserved

73313 Reserved

73314 Reserved

73315 Reserved

73316 Screen Printer

73317 Printing Machinist

73318 Desktop Publisher
Unit Group 7332 Binding Trades Workers

73321 Bookbinder
Unit Group 7333 Printing Engravers and Etchers

73331 Photolithographer, Photo Engraver

Sub-Major Group 74 Other Craft and Related Trades Workers
Minor Group 741 Food and Related Products Processing Trades

Workers
Unit Group 7411 Butchers

74111 Butcher

74112 Meat Grader
Unit Group 7412 Bakers

74121 Baker
Minor Group 742 Cabinetmakers and Related Workers
Unit Group 7421 Cabinetmakers and Related Workers

74211 Cabinetmaker

74212 Furniture Finisher
Minor Group 743 Tailors and Dressmakers
Unit Group 7431 Tailors and Dressmakers

74311 Tailor/Dressmaker

74312 Textile Products Pattern Maker

74313 Textile Products Marker and Cutter
Unit Group 7432 Upholsterers and Related Workers

74321 Furniture Upholsterer

74322 Vehicle Upholsterer and Trimmer

74323 Canvas Worker
Unit Group 7433 Floor Covering Layers

74331 Carpet and Other Floor Covering Layer

Minor Group 744 Leather Goods Makers
Unit Group 7441 Leather Goods Makers

74411 Saddler and Harness Maker

74412 Shoe Repairer

74413 Reserved

Major Group 8

Plant and Machine Operators and Assemblers

Sub-Major Group 81 Industrial Plant Operators
Minor Group 811 Mining and Mineral Processing Plant Operators

Unit Group 8113 Drillers

81133 Driller
Minor Group 812 Metal-Processing Plant Operators
Unit Group 8123 Metal Welders

81231 Welder and Flame-Cutter
Minor Group 813 Glass and Ceramics Kiln and Related Plant Operators
Unit Group 8131 Glass and Ceramics Kiln Operators

81313 Pottery and Porcelain Mould Maker
Minor Group 814 Wood Processing and Papermaking Plant Operators

Unit Group 8141 Sawmill, Wood Panel and Related Wood Processing Plant

Operators

81411 Timber Processing Machine Operator

Minor Group 815 Chemical Processing Plant Operators
Unit Group 8153 Still and Reactor Operators

81531 Still and Reactor Operator
Minor Group 816 Power Generating and Related Plant Operators
Unit Group 8161 Power Generating Plant Operators

81611 Power Generating Plant Operator
Sub-Major Group 82 Stationary Machine Operators and Assemblers

Minor Group 821 Metal and Mineral Products Processing Machine

Operators

Unit Group 8211 Machine Tool Operators

82113 Spring Maker and Wire Worker

Minor Group 822 Chemical Products Machine Operators

Unit Group 8222 Metal Finishers, Platers and Coaters

82221 Electroplater

Minor Group 826 Textile Products Machine Operators

Unit Group 8263 Sewing and Embroidering Machine Operators

82635 Hat Maker
Minor Group 827 Food and Related Products Processing Machine

Operators
Unit Group 8273 Grain Milling Machine Operators

82731 Grain Miller
Unit Group 8279 Brewers, Wine and Other Beverage Machine Operators

82792 Distillery Worker (Alcoholic Beverages)

Minor Group 829 Assemblers
Unit Group 8292 Electrical Machinery Assemblers

82923 Linesperson
Sub-Major Group 83 Drivers and Mobile Machinery Operators

Minor Group 834 Ships’ Deck Crews and Related Workers
Unit Group 8341 Ships’ Deck Crews and Related Workers

83411 Deck Rating

Sub-Major Group 84 Building and Related Workers

Minor Group 841 Building and Related Workers
Unit Group 8411 Building and Related Workers

84111 Drainlayer

84112 Pipe Fitter

84114 Scaffolder

84117 Roofer

84118 Aluminium Joiner

Please click here to proceed further and to complete a confidential, no-obligation FREE RAPID ELIGIBILTY ASSESSMENT.
